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claims.1 James by his recent treaty with England had
tacitly treated his mother as an enemy. Her scheme
for kidnapping and disinheriting him, found among her
papers at Chartley, had been promptly communicated
to him. Decency required that he should make a
show of remonstrance and menace. But he had every
reason to desire her death, and his only thought was
to use the opportunity for extorting from Elizabeth
a recognition of his title to the English crown and
an increase of his pension. He sent the Master of
Gray to drive this bargain. The very choice of his
envoy, the man who had persuaded him to break
with his mother, showed Elizabeth how the land lay,
and she did not think it worth her while to bribe
him in either way. The Marian nobles blustered and
called for war. Not one of them wanted to see Mary
back in Scotland or cared what became of her; but
they had got an idea that Philip would pay them
for a plundering raid into England, and the doubly
lucrative prospect was irresistible. James, however,
though pretending resentment and really sulky at his
rebuff, knew his own interests too well to quarrel with
England. What the action of the French King was is
less certain. Openly he remonstrated with consider-
able vigour and persistence; not entering into the
question of Mary's guilt, but protesting against the
punishment of a Queen and a member of his family.
Probably his efforts, so far as they went, were sincere,
for he instructed his ambassador to bribe the English
ministers if possible to save her life. But it was
evident that, however offended Henry ill. might be
1 There was no formal proclamation of war on either side.